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State and Local Policies



State Law: FAIR Education Act

Effective January 1, 2012

States that teachers and districts cannot give or promote discriminatory instruction

States that school boards cannot adopt instructional materials that negatively 

portray any groups of people on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, religion, 

nationality, disability, or sexual orientation

Changes the wording of existing law to be more inclusive



Before the FAIR Act

Instruction in social sciences shall include the early history of 

California and a study of the role and contributions of both 

men and women, black Americans, American Indians, 

Mexicans, Asians, Pacific Island people, and other ethnic 

groups, to the economic, political, and social development of 

California and the United States of America, with particular 

emphasis on portraying the role of these groups in 

contemporary society



After the FAIR Act

Instruction in social sciences shall include the early history of 

California and a study of the role and contributions of both 

men and women, Native Americans, African Americans, 

Mexican Americans, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, 

European Americans, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and

transgender Americans, persons with disabilities, and 

members of other ethnic and cultural groups, to the 

economic, political, and social development of California and 

the United States of America, with particular emphasis on 

portraying the role of these groups in contemporary society



Local Policies and Regulations

Board Policy 0410

“The governing board is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in 

education. District programs and activities shall be free from discrimination

based on actual or perceived sex, race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

ethnic group identification, age, marital or parental status, physical or mental 

disability, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic 

information, or the perception of one or more such characteristics, or association 

with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived 

characteristics. The board shall promote programs which ensure that 

discriminatory practices are eliminated in all district activities.”



Local Policies and Regulations

Board Policy 6161.1

“The Board of Education desires that district basic instructional materials, as a 

whole, present a broad spectrum of knowledge and viewpoints, reflect the ethnic 

and cultural diversity of our society, and enhance the use of multiple teaching 

strategies and technologies. The Board's adoption of basic instructional materials 

shall be based on a determination that such materials meet criteria specified in 

law and are an effective learning resource to help students achieve grade-level 

competency.”



Local Policies and Regulations

Administrative Regulation 6161.1

“Instructional materials for grades K-8 shall be selected from the list of 

standards-aligned materials adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE).

Standards-aligned materials in each core curriculum area shall be provided to 

each student at the beginning of the first school term that commences no later 

than 36 months after those materials are adopted by the SBE. (Education 

Code 60422)”

http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/288406/


SJUSD’s Adoption Process



San Juan’s Adoption Timeline

Committee creation: Spring 2018

● Classroom teachers

● Administrators

● Other site and instructional staff

● Family and community members

Community outreach: Spring 2018, 2018-2019 school year

Committee professional learning: July 2018

Publisher presentations: July 2018



San Juan’s Adoption Timeline

Pilot: 16 total weeks, 2018-2019 school year

Committee recommendation: February/March 2019

Curriculum and Standards: April 2019

Board discussion and action: April 2019

Professional learning for all teachers: Summer 2019

Full implementation of materials: Fall 2019



Common Questions



What opportunities were provided for parents to learn 

about the changes? How were community members 

informed?

Opportunities for engagement:

● Committee participation

● Family information nights

● Opportunities to review 

curriculum

Communication:

● District tools

● Social media

● Parent presentations



What grade levels are impacted by the changes to Ed 

Code as a result of the FAIR Act?

Elementary Grades: 1, 2, 4, 5,

Middle and High School Grades: 8, 11



Why is it necessary to state someone’s sexual 

orientation when discussing their contributions?

All students need to see themselves in the curriculum

Some identities are physically invisible and therefore need to be stated explicitly



If a child asks, “What does ‘gay’ mean,” how will the 

teacher respond?

The teacher’s response will be age-appropriate and curriculum focused

Suggestion for our youngest learners: “That word describes who that person 

loves.”

Teachers will redirect the lesson to the history-social science learning outcome



What protections exist for teachers who include this 

material in their classrooms?

Teachers are protected as long as their response is--

● Age appropriate

● Curriculum focused

● Not connected to comprehensive sexual health instruction



Can we ask our child’s teachers when they will be teaching 

about LGBT individuals in class?

We always encourage an open line of communication between the family and the 

teacher

Teaching is unpredictable, and the answer you receive can change without notice



Can parents opt out of the materials?

California law does not allow for opt-outs for any topics, except comprehensive 

sexual health education

Opting out of references to any group of people will be difficult, due to the 

embedded nature of individuals’ contributions to history


